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which they had to extinguish. They then got into the
car and returned to New York to report to me that the
invention had functioned efficiently.
Fay was financed with enough money to carry on his
experiments, until he succeeded in producing his appar-
atus in a handy form and was ready to make his first
attempt. He took a motor-boat out into the harbour
one evening and apparently had engine trouble, for he
drew up alongside the rudder of one of the big munition
transports and made fast He actually managed in two
cases to fix his machine, and we waited results. They
were announced in due course by the Shipping News,
and the New York papers were agitated. There had
been two mysterious accidents, and nobody could say
how they happened. Two transports had had their
rudders torn away at sea and suffered serious damage
to the stern. One of them had been abandoned by its
crew and was drifting as a wreck on the Atlantic, while
the other had had to be towed into the nearest harbour-----
Some of the dockers who were in sympathy with Germany,
and particularly a number of Irishmen, showed reluctance
to work aboard vessels carrying munitions to the Entente
States. Rintelen set about founding an organisation that
he called ' Labour's National Peace Council', whose object
was to cause strikes among sailors, porters and other hands
who were in the market for hire aboard these ships. Rintelen
writes :
The first thing I did was to hire a large hall and
organise a meeting, at which well-known men thundered
against the export of munitions. Messrs. Buchanan and
Fowler, members of Congress ; Mr. Hannis Taylor, the
former American Ambassador in Madrid ; Mr. Monnett,
a former Attorney-General; together with a number of
University professors, theologians and Labour Leaders
appeared and raised their voices. I sat unobtrusively
in a corner and watched my plans fructifying. None of
the speakers had the faintest suspicion that he was in
the ' service * of a German officer sitting among the
audience. They knew the men who had asked them to